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Allan Melville Chapin was born in Boston, Massachusetts 
 
He graduated from Yale University in 1964 (B.A., Honors with Exceptional 
Distinction) and Yale Law School in 1968 (LLB, Member of Law Journal). 
 
In September 1968, he joined the law firm of Sullivan, where he became a partner in 
October 1976. Mr. Chapin was a resident of the Paris office of Sullivan & Cromwell 
for several years. He speaks, reads and writes French fluently. He was in charge of 
the Sullivan & Cromwell European operations and as such traveled extensively to 
their Paris and London offices. In January 2000, Mr. Chapin joined Lazard Freres & 
Co. LLC as a Managing Director. In 2002, Mr. Chapin left Lazard and became a 
Managing Director of Compass Advisers, LLP., a boutique investment advisory firm. 
  
During his almost 40 years of investment banking and corporate legal practice, Mr. 
Chapin has acted for sovereign governments, agencies, investment and merchant 
banks, insurance companies, a wide array of industrial private sector companies, 
and many foreign investors, both individuals and corporations. Among others, he 
has represented Régie Nationale des Usines Renault S.A. and its subsidiaries 
American Motors Corporation, Renault Véhicules Industriels S.A. and Mack Trucks, 
Inc., and he served on the Boards of American Motors Corporation and Mack 
Trucks, Inc. He also represented SCOR S.A. and its subsidiary SCOR U.S. 
Corporation where he serves on the Boards of both. In the past he has also acted for 
Marine Wendel, Total Elf, Crédit Lyonnais, Suez, Lazard (before he became a 
partner of that firm), and Inbev S.A. 
 
Mr. Chapin is also Chairman of the American Friends of the Claude Pompidou 
Foundation and is a Chairman, Director and Member of the Executive Committee of 
the French-American Foundation. 
 
Mr. Chapin is a director of PPR, SCOR, SCOR U.S. Corporation and a former 
director of InBev, CIFG, American Motors Corporation and Mack Trucks. Mr. Chapin 
served in the United State Marine Corps from 1961 to 1967. He has five children, 
Samuel, Jessica, Amanda, Anthony and Peter. 
 
 

 

www.french-american.org 


