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Sarah de LENCQUESAING 
 
 
Grew up in Venezuela, El Salvador, Mexico, Japan and the Philippines; pursued 
her undergraduate university studies in the US, Cornell  University ’80;  joined 
Chemical Bank International Division and left a 7 year banking career with Chemical 
Bank, New York as associate vice-president for Latin America.  
 
In 1987, Sarah de Lencquesaing married and moved to Paris, France.  Three 
children later, after numerous activities in charitable and not for profit organizations 
synchronized with family life, Sarah de Lencquesaing was named to the Board of 
Trustees of the American Library in Paris  (ALP) in 1998.   
 
An eleven year contribution to the ALP oversaw the total re-structuring of this 
venerable institution starting with governance, and proceeding into the areas of 
finance and investments, operations and lastly, development.  This was done as 
Head of the Governance Committee, Assistant Treasurer, Treasurer and finally, 
Vice-Chairman of the Board.  Having established Trustee term limits as part of the 
governance retooling, Sarah de Lencquesaing  was the first to reach term limits and 
to step down from the Board in June 2009, leaving an institution whose financial and 
operational  indicators all show a  vibrant, growing institution entering its second 
century with renewed strength.  In addition, Sarah de Lencquesaing has maintained 
active involvement with the Cornell University alumni structures in Ithaca and Paris, 
as well as with local French cultural institutions in the North of France.  
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